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In this issue of Bosconet, we visit the initiatives 

focused on education for children and youth. The 

pandemic pushed 'school closures' and led to an 

exodus of children and youth from schools, most 

of whom came from marginalised households. The 

inaccessibility of digital devices saw this segment 

of society witnessing drastic drops in learning 

levels. The pandemic exposed the great digital 

divide existent in the country. According to a 2019 

report by the Ministry of Statistics and Program 

Implementation, only 12.6% (male, rural); 37.5% 

(male, urban); 7% (female, rural); 26.9% (female, 

urban) can operate a computer. This is particularly 

concerning as an increasing number of public and 

private services shift online, and computer literacy 

comes to the forefront for obtaining jobs in a 

service-oriented economy. Accessibility and func-

tional computer literacy also become essential to 

access online resources and opportunities. 

Education in all forms empowers, raises the stand-

ard of living, and pulls people out of abject poverty 

and helplessness. As of April 2020, the U.N esti-

mated that close to 1.6 billion children and youth 

were out of school. And nearly 369 million chil-

dren who rely on school meals need to look to 

other sources for daily nutrition. Never before 

have so many children been out of school simulta-

neously, disrupting learning and upending lives, 

especially the most vulnerable and marginalised. 

The global pandemic has far-reaching consequenc-

es that may jeopardise hard-won gains made in 

improving global education. 

The Don Bosco Network - Bosconet has been hard 

at work, enabling institutions across the country 

with the support they need. Counting on your gen-

erosity, we optimistically continue our mission to 

empower the marginalised to build a more harmo-

nious and just society for all. 

The YESS Forum showcased us a platform to bring 

together corporate CSR teams, non-profits, 

start-ups, academician, govt functionaries and 

other stakeholders to exchange innovative and 

proven models and initiatives undertaken in the 

areas of education, sustainable livelihoods, climate 

action, women and community empowerment and 

disaster responses aimed at mutual partnerships for 

a sustainable future for all along with the youth. 

It was a great finale for the fruitful completion of a 

six year term of Fr.Noel. He was the brain behind 

the creation of this edifice for partnerships and 

collaboration, outcome of his few years of interac-

tive participation in such events, process of reflec-

tions, gearing up and pushing up the network 

towards it and visualising it. 

Wishing you all success in all your future endeav-

ours of sustainable future for all along with the 

young. Wishing Health and Happiness on behalf of 

Don Bosco Network- Bosconet. 

        

      Fr. Santhanam Ubagaram

      Director



A dynamic and visionary leader who has led the organisation – “Bosconet” to greater heights, enabled 
the organisation towards financial sustainability. A person who is a visionary and who is relevant to the 
signs of the times. His commitment and hard work are beyond measure. His achievements and vision for 
the organisation have taken it to greater heights paving the way for a new era of integration within Don 
Bosco India and a unified vision towards a sustainable future for all.

Father Noel will be remembered fondly by all for his many virtues. He inspired us with his leadership, 
his focus on communication and his ability to hash out ideas with objectivity. Fr. Noel had the vision to 
make Bosconet self-sufficient and integrated the PDO network to work together. The success of this long 
term vision and his ability to take risks today sees Bosconet having grown from its nascent dependency 
to becoming an independent organisation with its own funds. 

Fr. Noel also took time to know his team personally, enquired about their well-being and family and 
made it his mission to ensure that his team was always well taken care of.  He pushed us to grow, develop 
and work better. His motto for Bosconet - ‘Live the Joy of True Giving’, was a line he truly lived by and 
believed in, inspiring many of his team members and people that encounter him. He was dynamic in his 
approach to life and humble enough to truly reach the mission of Don Bosco to all spheres of life.

Thank you Dear Fr.Noel for your valuable contribution to build this edifice of Don Bosco Network –Bo-
sconet making it as part of the international and global network.  Bosconet will ever be grateful to him 
for his Enormous contribution.
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 Farewell To Father Noel- A visionary Leader.



1)  Empowerment through Education
Through the support of a CSR program under Bosconet, Nitika 
Don Bosco Tuition Centre, Kolkata for slum children rearmed 
itself to commence the battle against child illiteracy, malnutrition, 
and unaffordability of practical education. 

The tuition centre reworked its goal to reduce school dropouts 
among slum children where parental apathy towards child 
education is natural due to the daily struggle to make ends meet. 

This activity not only aimed at giving children quality education 
but also focused on their overall growth by providing them with 
quality education, life skills training, nutrition ‘sessions on Life 
coping  all while sensitising them about their environment and 
including them in taking measures to prot ect the environment and 
keeping it clean.

To sum up:
● 450 children received education through afternoon and evening 
tuition classes, and life coping skills 

● The Families of these 450 slum children received support in 
receiving nutrition and education.
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2) Enhancing Learning Outcomes 
  Through Digital Literacy 

To sum up:

• 5 Computer Labs were set up at 5 

centres: 2 in Delhi and 3 in Assam, each 

equipped with four computer systems, 

one projector, one screen, and a 4G 

Hotspot Router, benefiting 200 children

•  Mainstreaming efforts of the education 

program will enable children to pursue 

vocational or higher education courses 

requiring computer proficiency.

The Don Bosco Network-Bosconet  operates remedial education 
centres for children and youth living in streets/slums and belonging to 
rural households. Supplementary education is provided at these 
centres, and efforts are taken to bring them up to age-appropriate learn-
ing levels and concurrently provide support to mainstream the benefi-
ciaries.

Under the SAKSHAM project, Siemens Healthineers partnered with 
Bosconet to provide 200 children and  youth, between  the age group 
of 6 - 16 years, from marginalised families with computer education by 
establishing  computer  labs  at 5 remedial education centres, benefiting 
200 children Foundational computer skills will enable the children to 
access resources and opportunities otherwise unavailable to them.
















